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MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

FOR YOURSELVES KNOW PERFECTLY THAT THE DAY OF THE LORD  

SO COMETH AS A THIEF IN THE NIGHT. 

PASTOR HOWARD DANIEL, JR. 

SUNDAY MORNING, JUNE 28, 2020 

SCRIPTURE READING:  1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-3 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:2, For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a 

thief in the night. 

 

1.   BACKGROUND 

 Refer to the Evening message June 28, 2020 

2. INTRODUCTION 

 a. God tells us that we are not appointed to wrath. This is confirmed in Revelation 3:10, 

Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the 

hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell 

upon the earth. 

 b. With the aforementioned thought in mind, the believer should 

  go to bed and get a good night rest. 

 c. As a matter of fact, if we live everyday for the Lord Jesus Christ, every night can be 

a restful night.  We must remember after salvation we have the privilege to enjoy 

the abundant life. John 10:10, The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and 

to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 

abundantly. 

 d. As we come to this final chapter, we will see God prescribes certain missions for 

believers as we wait for His second coming. John 14:1-3, Let not your heart be 

troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2: In my Father's house are many 

mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

3: And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

 e. There are certain attitudes we are to display. The attitude of a believer must be 

right first displaying the fruit of the Spirit. We are also commanded to add to our 

faith.  Galatians 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

gentleness, goodness, faith, 23: Meekness, temperance: against such there is no 

law. 2 Peter 1:5-9, And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and 

to virtue knowledge; 6: And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance 

patience; and to patience godliness; 7: And to godliness brotherly kindness; and 

to brotherly kindness charity. 8: For if these things be in you, and abound, they 
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make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 9: But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, 

and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 

 f. Attitudes should lead to action. We should understand that Christ is coming again.  

 g. He is not asking us to sit around and sleep; He tells us we are to be alert and sober. 

Matthew 26:41, Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed 

is willing, but the flesh is weak. He also tells us to work while it is day. John 9:4, I must 

work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man 

can work. 

 h. We need to be students of the Preserved Word of God. 2 Timothy 2:15, Study to 

shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 i. The believer in Christ is awakened to the fact that the second coming of Christ is a 

part of the salvation package He has promised us. 2 Peter 1:4, Whereby are given 

unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 

partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 

through lust. Ephesians 1:13-14, In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye 

were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14: Which is the earnest of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his 

glory.  

 j. We now bring into view the great tribulation period. It is labeled as the Day of the 

Lord and the believer is preserved and protected from entering this period.  We 

must be careful to note that the day of the Lord and the Lord’s day are not 

synonym terms. The Lord’s day has reference to Sunday the first day of the week 

whereas the day of the Lord speaks to end time events. Psalms 37:28, For the LORD 

loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the 

seed of the wicked shall be cut off. 

 k. The Day of the Lord will begin at night in the evening. 

 l. If you remember God starts with the evening. Genesis 1:5, And God called the light 

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were 

the first day. 

 m. God begins at night and moves toward the light of day.  

 n. The great tribulation period will lead us into the glorious 

  Millennial reign where Jesus Christ will sit on the throne and rule and reign for a 

thousand years. 

 o. He is the Son of Righteousness. He will have healing in His wings. Malachi 4:2, But 

unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his 

wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 

 p. The Day of the Lord is a term we need to make sure we have clear. It is not for the 

church; the church is gone at this time. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, But I would not 

have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 

sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14: For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15: 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 

unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16: For the 

Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
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archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17: Then 

we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 

to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18: Wherefore 

comfort one another with these words. 

 q. For the church, God lays out a blueprint of 22 commandments, that each believer 

should hold dear and exhibit in their lives considering the second coming of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It will allow freedom, peace, and abundant living. 

We will cover several during the evening message and will complete the task next 

Sunday. 

 r. God tells us emphatically in John 14:15, If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

 s. Most people turn to the Ten Commandments, which is law. I want to remind you 

that Christ is the end of the law for righteousness. Romans 10:4, For Christ is the end 

of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. So the believer is not under 

the law; we are under grace, we are saved by grace, we are to live by grace, and 

we are to give by grace.  

 t. God gives this blueprint as a doctrine for the church in Romans thru Philemon. 

 u. The child of God is tossed to and fro this day in time. Ephesians 4:14, That we 

henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 

wait to deceive;  I see such raggedy lives among believers. I see defeated lives. 

Confusion is paramount and hypocrisy is rampant. And bad attitudes are alarming. 

 v. I want to give you a blueprint in clear terms from the apostle Paul by whom we are 

told to continue stedfastly in the apostle’s doctrine. Acts 2:42, And they continued 

stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 

prayers. 

 w. Peter lays out a blueprint, that after we are saved, we are to 

  add to our faith. 2 Peter 1:5-9, And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 

virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6: And to knowledge temperance; and to 

temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7: And to godliness brotherly 

kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8: For if these things be in you, and 

abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9: But he that lacketh these things is blind, and 

cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 

 x. We are also reminded of Romans 12:2, And be not conformed to this world: but be 

ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 

and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Romans 6:19, I speak after the manner 

of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members 

servants to uncleanness and to 

iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness 

unto holiness. 

 y. These twenty-two commandments are clear, concise and should serve as a 

pattern in the life of every believer.  

 z. With that introduction let us get into the meat of the message and see what we 

can glean from God’s precious Word today. 

3. THREE POINTS TO THE MESSAGE 

 a. But of the times and the seasons, 
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  1. 1 Thessalonians 5:1, But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no 

need that I write unto you. 

  2. It is interesting that God starts this passage off speaking of times and seasons. 

  3. Israel is God’s timeclock. He not only deals with Israel in times but seasons as 

well.  

  4. This indicates that it relates to an earthly people with earthly promises.  

  5. Both Israel and the Gentiles in that day will have multitudes saved. 

  6. We also know that the church is not looking for times and seasons; the church 

is looking for the personal return of Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, For the 

Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

  7. To rightly divide the Word of Truth and avoid mass confusion, we must be 

careful to give to Israel what rightfully belongs to Israel and to the church what 

is rightfully hers. The phrase whose mail are we reading is extremely important. 

Remember there is mail for the Jews, mail for the gentiles, and mail for the 

church. In studying the scriptures, we must know the difference. 

 b. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 

night. 

  1. 1 Thessalonians 5:2, For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 

cometh as a thief in the night. 

  2. The Lord does not come for the church as a thief in the night. As a matter of 

fact, every born-again believer who knows Jesus as Saviour from Pentecost 

to the rapture, will meet Him in the air.  

  3. He comes as a thief in the night to an unsaved and 

   unbelieving world. 

  4. Not a single individual who does not know Jesus Christ as Saviour will go in 

the rapture. 

  5. This is only for the Bride of Christ; those who have made prior reservations. 

  6. The unsaved world will not understand what is happening at that time. 

  7. The church will not go through the Day of the Lord; it will begin suddenly at 

night with the tribulation period. 

  8. At the end of the great tribulation period Christ will return personally to 

establish His kingdom on the face of the earth. 

  9. He is directing activities on earth from the very Throne of God during the 

tribulation period. 

  10. The Day of the Lord will come suddenly. 

 c. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh…  

 1. 1 Thessalonians 5:3, For when they shall say, Peace and 

   safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 

woman with child; and they shall not escape. 

  2. As we look at the term “sudden destruction cometh upon them,” we know it 

does not apply to the church. 

  3. The unsaved and unbelieving world will say Peace and safety; 

  4. When peace and safety is taught then sudden destruction cometh upon 

them… 
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  5. I do not know what it means to have a child nor do I know the pains that are 

associated with it.  

  6. I do know that the pains of birth come on suddenly; you cannot plan for it. 

  7. When people think all is well, peace and safety; then sudden destruction 

cometh. 

  8. The Day of the Lord is a period that begins at night and goes on until the 

millennium.  

  9. There are many passages of Scripture that bear this fact 

   out. Isaiah 13:9, Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath 

and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners 

thereof out of it. Isaiah 13:10, For the stars of heaven and the constellations 

thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, 

and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. Joel 1:15, Alas for the day! 

for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty 

shall it come. Joel 2:2, A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds 

and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great 

people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any 

more after it, even to the years of many generations. 

  10. This picture the Old Testament Day of the Lord as it was described for them. 

    The theme of the Old Testament in many chapters is the 

   church age was hidden from the prophets. There is no mention in the Old 

Testament of the church being taken out of this world. Colossians 1:26, Even 

the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is 

made manifest to his saints: 

  12. There were Enoch and Elijah who represented the rapture of the church, but 

it was not taught as a doctrine back then. 

  13. John 14:2-3, is where that is announced. In my Father's house are many 

mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 

you. 3: And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 

you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

  14. There is a big lie floating around the world. Peace and safety. God’s Word is 

true; there will be no peace until the Lord Jesus Christ sits on the throne. 

Proverbs 29:2, When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but 

when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn. 

  15. We are warned to take heed. Colossians 2:8, Beware lest 

   any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 

men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

  16. The era of peace will be during the Millennium.  

4. CONCLUSION 

 a. If you have never come to the side of the Crucified Christ this needs to be your day 

of salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:2, (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, 

and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted 

time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 

 b. When your day of salvation has arrived, the Holy Spirit will trouble your heart; He will 

draw you and you must yield to the power of God’s Spirit. John 6:44, No man can 

come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him 
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up at the last day. John 16:8, And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, 

and of righteousness, and of judgment: 

 c. Those who are not troubled by the sin of unbelief will never get 

  saved. 

 d. If you cannot recognize that you are lost, you cannot get saved. 

 e. Man is totally depraved without Jesus Christ. There is not one ounce of divinity in us. 

 f. It is only through the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ that we 

can have eternal life. 

 g. Come to the table of salvation today. 

 h. Romans 3:23, For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

 i. Romans 3:10, As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

 j. Romans 10:910, That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

10: For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation. 

 k. 2 Peter 1:4, Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 

  precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. John 10:27-29, My sheep 

hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28: And I give unto them 

eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my 

hand. 29: My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able 

to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 2 Timothy 1:12, For the which cause I also 

suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have 

believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed 

unto him against that day. Romans 8:38-39, For I am persuaded, that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, 39: Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 

us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 1 John 5:13, These things 

have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may 

know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 

God. 

 k. Please stand. 
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