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SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 19:13-30 

 

 

 Matthew 19:16-17,  And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good 

thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 17: And he said unto him, Why callest thou 

me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep 

the commandments. 

 

 

1. BACKGROUND 

 a. Please refer to the March 25, 2018 Evening Message for the Background. 
 

2. INTRODUCTION 

 a. Please refer to the April 22, 2018 Morning Message for the Introduction. 
 

3. TEN POINTS TO THE MESSAGE 

 j. Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

  1. Matthew 19:13-15, Then were there brought unto him little children, that he 

should put his hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. 14:  

But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of 

such is the kingdom of heaven. 15: And he laid his hands on them, and 

departed thence. 

  2. It is interesting the Lord Jesus, ties together the subject of divorce, love and 

concern for children in this Chapter. 

  3. I believe this Chapter emphasizes the need to get our children under the sound 

of the Gospel very early. 

  4. That is why at Chesswood Baptist Church, we put such an emphasis on reaching 

children.  

  5. None of us know what the age of accountability is. 

  6. The earlier we reach children with the Gospel the more inclined they are to stay 

in the will of God as they grow older. 

  7. We have a responsibility even though decisions are made at an early age that 

we teach them to make sure there is a true conversion. 

  8. We have that same responsibility toward adults to make sure that their faith is in 

the right place. 

  9. I do not believe that any harm can be done by teaching little children at an 

early age. 
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  10. Certainly any divorce will affect the environment of a child.  One must consider 

if that is a right decision to make. 

  11. We have covered the grounds for divorce with respect to believers. 

  12. Again, I want to emphasize that God the Father, the Lord Jesus, and the Holy 

Spirit are not regulating the lives of unbelievers. 

  13. Let's take a look at the rich young ruler. 
 

 k. There is none good but one, that is, God 

  1. Matthew 19:16-17, And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, 

what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 17: And he said unto 

him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but 

if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 

  2. I believe there has been some misunderstanding of this verse. 

  3. Notice that the rich young ruler addresses Jesus as Good Master. 

  4. He is willing to concede that He is good. 

  5. Jesus picks up on the phrase and asks him "Why callest thou me good?" 

  6. Our Lord knowing his heart knew what was in the rich young ruler's mind. 

  7. Jesus startles him by answering him, "There is none good but one, that is God." 

  8. In effect, what he is saying is you are seeing the good in me because I am 

God. Hebrews 1:8, But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 

ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 

  9. I want to emphasize that the Lord Jesus has always existed. All things were 

made by Him and all things were made for Him. 

  10. We do not find the word Trinity in the Bible, but there is God the Father, God 

the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

  11. Jesus now directs the thinking of the young ruler that he might accept Him as 

The Christ; the Son of the Living God, to be saved. 

  12. Jesus takes him back to the Commandments in the young man's life.  To see 

what his relationship is like between he and his fellow man. 

  13. The Commandments were not designed to save, but they do provide for a 

proper relationship between human beings. Galatians 3:24, Wherefore the 

law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 

faith. 

  14. As an example, we have the Golden Rule, Do unto others as we would have 

them do unto us. 

  15. If men and women would stick to this principle, not for salvation, but for living, 

then things would be a lot better for us in this life. 
 

 l. All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 

  1. Matthew 19:18-20, He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no 

murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not 

bear false witness, 19:  Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love 

thy neighbour as thyself. 20:  The young man saith unto him, All these things 

have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 

  2. This young man, in his encounter with the Lord Jesus, simply asks Him which 

commandments? 

  3. Jesus tells him, from the latter part of the Ten Commandments, how to deal 

with man's relationship with man. 
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  4. Notice at this time Jesus does not deal with the first part of the Ten 

Commandments which is man's relationship to God?  

  5. I believe the Lord Jesus is shaping the thinking of this young man that would 

eventually lead him into a saving knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. 

  6. The rich young ruler misses the entire point. 

  7. He thinks he has done very well in keeping the Commandments, relating to 

man's relationship to man. 

  8. He indicates in the latter part of this verse that there may be something 

lacking. 

  9. Our Lord tells him what area is void and lacking in his life. 
 

 m. If thou wilt be perfect 

  1. Matthew 19:21, Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that 

thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 

come and follow me. 

  2. Now Jesus brings him to the point of decision. He tells him "If thou wilt be 

perfect," 

  3. The only perfection that man can have, is trusting the Lord Jesus Christ as 

personal Saviour and standing in the righteousness of Christ. Romans 3:22, 

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 

upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 

  4. In order to do that we must follow the Lord Jesus in His entirety and throw 

ourselves completely on Him. 

  5. The Lord Jesus is on His way to the cross to die for the sins of mankind. 

  6. If this young man would only turn and follow Jesus, He would fill the void that 

is missing in his life. 

  7. Many times there is something in our life that causes us not to trust Jesus as 

personal Saviour. 

  8. No man or woman can come to Christ unless the Holy Spirit draws them. John 

6:44, No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw 

him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

  9. That is the reason it is so important, the minute one is placed under conviction 

by the Word of God that they should move to accept Jesus as personal 

Saviour. 

  10. The riches that the young man had accumulated were his stumbling block. 

  11. The material things that the Lord has allowed us to have should not get in the 

way of our accepting the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Saviour. 

  12. In the book of Job 1:21 the Bible says, "And said, Naked came I out of my 

mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither:  the Lord gave, and the Lord 

hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." 
 

 n. He went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 

  1. Matthew 19:22, But when the young man heard that saying, he went away 

sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 

  2. It was this man's money that was keeping him away from the Lord. 

  3. In our day, people are hampered from coming to the Lord because of the 

material things they have accumulated. 
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  4. It is the Lord that permits us to get wealth. Ecclesiastes 5:19, Every man also 

to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to 

eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift 

of God. Deuteronomy 8:18,  But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for 

it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his 

covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 

  5. They feel secure in the resources they have. 

  6. They seldom think about eternity and what will happen to the soul. 

  7. The Bible indicates in Matthew 16:26, For what is a man profited, if he shall 

gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in 

exchange for his soul? 

  8. Riches, was this young man's problem so he went away sorrowful because 

he had great possessions. 

  9. Do not misunderstand; it was not the fact that Jesus was not able and willing 

to save this young man. This young man was hampered by the material things 

he had. 
 

 o. Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

  1. Matthew 19:23, Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a 

rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

  2. This verse is not to be misunderstood. 

  3. Jesus is not saying that if a person has riches, he cannot enter the Kingdom. 

  4. What He is emphasizing is that the cares of the world and the accumulation 

of things should not hamper one from knowing the true source from which all 

things come. Mark 4:19, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of 

riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it 

becometh unfruitful. 
 

 p. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 

enter into the kingdom of God. 

  1. Matthew 19:24, And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through 

the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

  2. Let's see if we can get the true meaning of this verse. 

  3. There is a gate in Jerusalem that the camel has to kneel down in order to pass 

through called “The Eye of a Needle.” 

  4. The camel is used in the Holy Land as a means of transporting the material 

goods for the owner. 

  5. In order for the camel to go through the gate that is called “The Eye of the 

Needle,” everything has to be removed from his body, including the blanket. 

  6. This perfectly illustrates what our Lord is referring to with respect to material 

things being a hindrance in coming to Christ. 

  7. The cares of material things will hinder people from coming to the Lord Jesus 

Christ for salvation. 

  8. Only God can regenerate man. 

  9. The Kingdom of Heaven is open to everyone; however, we must not get 

encumbered with our material resources and miss the convicting power of 

the Holy Spirit. 
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  10. Not that the kingdom is not open to mankind, but that we get encumbered 

by all of the material resources that we have. 

  11. The heart of man continues to be one; that we want to do something for our 

salvation. 

  12. We must come to Jesus and to come to Him alone if we expect to have the 

Salvation that God has Provided. 

  13. Only the Son of God, who was born perfect, and went to the cross and died 

for our sins can save and regenerate mankind. John 14:6, Jesus saith unto him, 

I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 

me. Hebrews 10:12,  But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for 

ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 
 

 q. But with God all things are possible. 

  1. Matthew 19:25-26, When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly 

amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? 26:  But Jesus beheld them, and 

said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. 

  2. Jesus provides a sterling explanation here. 

  3. As far as any person is concerned it does not make any difference, who they 

are, how bad they are, or what they have done, they are a candidate for 

salvation. 

  4. However, we must recognize that there is nothing that we can offer to God 

that will enhance our knowing Him as personal Saviour. 

  5. He can save us there is no question about that. 

  6.  “But with God all things are possible.”  
 

 r. Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee 

  1. Matthew 19:27-28, Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have 

forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? 28:  And Jesus 

said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 

regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also 

shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

  2. At first glance Peter is saying that we have forsaken all to follow thee, what 

shall we have therefore? 

  3. It appears to be somewhat of a selfish statement. 

  4. We notice that Jesus does not rebuke him but He responds in a very positive 

way. 

  5. The Lord is emphasizing that there are great rewards if we are in His will. Jesus 

says, "Verily I say unto you, that ye which have followed me, in the 

regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also 

shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

  6. This refers to the judgment of the nations outlined for us in Matthew 25:31-46. 

  7. The Lord Jesus is pointing to the reward system in place in Heaven known as 

The Judgment Seat of Christ. 

  8. Every single believer should be working for a reward after salvation has 

occurred. 

  9. Our works before we are saved profits us nothing with respect to salvation. 

  10. Works are extremely important once we know Christ as personal Saviour. 
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 s. And the last shall be first. 

  1. Matthew 19:29-30, And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 

sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, 

shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 30: But many 

that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. 

  2. All believers will go to the judgment seat of Christ and be given a reward on 

the basis of their stewardship. 

  3. The Bible speaks of five different crowns. 

  4. One of the things that we have tried to emphasize at Chesswood Baptist 

Church is that there is no room in the local Church for spectators. 

  5. Every one of us should realize who we are once we know Jesus as personal 

Saviour, and seek to find out what our spiritual gift might be. 

  6. It is the exercise of that spiritual gift when we go to the Judgment Seat of Christ 

that will allow the Lord Jesus to say "Well done thou good and faithful servant 

thou have been faithful over few things I will make you a ruler over many." 

  7. Bottom line:  In these verses Jesus is telling the apostles of their reward in 

Heaven, sitting upon twelve thrones and judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 

4. CONCLUSION 

 a. My sinner friend, do you know Jesus as personal Saviour?  

 b. Would you come to the side of the living Saviour today? 

 c. The Bible says in Romans 3:23, For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 

God; 

 d. Romans 3:10, As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

 e. Romans 10:9-10, That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

10: For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation. 

 f. Revelation 22:17, And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 

say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 

water of life freely. 

 g. Would you come to the side of the living Saviour today and be saved. 

 h. Please stand.  
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